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Humbert, Paul. QohMeth. (Extrait de la Revue de Thiologie et de Philo- 
sophic, No. 16, September-October, 1915.) Lausanne: Bureau de la 
Redaction, 1915. 27 pages. 

Students will gladly greet the appearance of this learned article in brochure. The 
author's use of the latest and best literature on Ecclesiastes will give his work a per- 
manent value for some time to come. Such a rescue from the tomes of technical 
journals or Reviews is always a boon to the specialist in any field. 

Pr. 

Godwin, C. H. Sellwood. The Anglican Proper Psalms. With a Preface 
by A. H. Sayce. Cambridge: Deighton, Bell & Co., 1915. 88 pages. 
45. 6d. 

Critical and exegetical notes on obscure and corrupt passages in the Hebrew 
text of thirty-four psalms fill the pages of this booklet. The author has made use of 
some of the best textual sources for the emendations and corrections of the text. But 
in his general attitude, and in the interpretations adopted, which seem to color his 
textual proposals, as for example, in Ps. 51:8, he occupies a conservative position. 
There are some valuable and acute suggestions on difficult passages, as Ps. 68:28; 
104:13, which at least give a better sense to the rather inchoate character of the 
Hebrew text. We are somewhat surprised that he should seem to use as his main 
lexical authority the Oxford Lexicon, which is now falling behind in the Semitic 
field. 

Pr. 

Robinson, Theodore H. Paradigms and Exercises in Syriac Grammar. 

Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1915. viii+148 pages. $s. net. 

A good elementary Syriac grammar in English cannot but be welcomed with 
pleasure. Mr. Robinson has produced the first book of this nature to see the light 
in many a decade. The volume should prove a most useful tool in the hands of 
competent instructors. Rarely nowadays does one find sentences to be translated 
into Syriac — surely a most beneficial exercise. Mr. Robinson further gives much 
valuable information regarding the views and practices of oriental teachers of Syriac 
in India. For self-instruction, however, the book cannot be recommended unhesi- 
tatingly. At not a few points its methods and statements are hardly up to date. 
The description of Syriac as North Semitic, together with "Hebrew, Aramaic, Phoeni- 
cian, Moabite, and Samaritan" (p. 1), the transliterations (p. 4), the designation of 
the "soft form" of the B'godakpot as "an aspirated form" (p. 7), the definition of the 
Emphatic State (p. 18), the statement: "The Imperative is formed from the 2nd 
person of the imperfect by the dropping of the preformative" (p. 54), the Pam'els, 
Par'els, Pa'lis, and others of their ilk (p. 70) are cases in point. The lack of all Syriac 
reading material except short sentences is a serious defect. A minor matter is the 
misspelling of a revered teacher's name in the introduction. For these reasons 
Mr. Robinson's book will find it difficult to compete with such standard, modern 
works as those of Brockelmann and Ungnad, especially as the latter is at least 

partly in English. 

M. S. 



